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■WAIT ON THE LORD. 

The Lord intends to keep his 
people dependent upon himself. 
He has every thing they do or 
ean need. He intends to supply 
all their wants ; but lie will be ap- 
plied to. He will have his people 
wait on him, and wait for him. In 
doing so, he will try their faith, 
fortitude, patience, and persever- 
ance. He will aometimts put them 
to a severe test, but he will never 
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4 Wai: OH tlie Lord. 

fail them, forsake tliem, or leave 
them destitute. If they trust in 
him, plead -with him, and wait on 
him, they wUl be raised to a state 
of comparative independence, for 
they need not fear any man, or 
anycircumstauce, or any state they 
can he in. The Lord will be to 
them a God. He will do for them 
all that a God can do ; and that is, 
all they can require, all that is 
consistent with their welfe,re and 
his own glory. Believer, you may 
be independent of all creation hy 
realizing thy dependence upon thy 
God, and waiting upon him con- 
tinually. You must believe the 
love he has to you, his watchful 
care over you, his delight in you, 



HO.-,- -„ Google 



Wak on the Lord. 5 

the promises he hag given you, 
tho provision he has made for 
you, the glory he will get hy you, 
and the honor to which he in- 
tends to raise you. In so doing, 
the fear of man will die, joy in 
God will spring up, the peace of 
God will fill jour heart and mind, 
your dependence on creatures wiU 
cease, and you will be happy in 
looking only to the Lord. " My 
soul, wait thou only upon God ; 
for my expectation is from him." 
" "Wait on the Lord, and keep his 
way, and he shaR exalt thee to 
inherit the land : when the wicked 
arc cut off, thou shalt see it." 
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Wait in all Circumstances. 
You can "be in no circumstances 
in which the Lord can not help 
you, in which he will not help 
you, if you look simply to him, 
rest on him, and wait for him. For 
every condition in which you may 
he placed, there is a promise ; by 
that promise the Lord stands 
pledged to appear for you and Help 
yon; his pledge he is ever ready 
to redeem, by delivering you; 
only he will have you believe hia 
word, exercise confidence in him, 
plead the promise at his throne, 
and wait for its fulfillment. Wait, 
(hen, on the Lord at all times. Time? 
will change, creatures will vary, 
but the Lord remains always the 
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same. In youtli and Jiealtli, in 
manhood and prosperity, in ago 
and its infiflnities, we shoiild wait 
on the Lord. . He will , adapt . h ia 
mercies to us, make all his, good- 
ness pass before ns, and cause all 
things to work together for our 
good. ■ He will never leave iis, 
change hia views of.iis,'or with- 
hold his tender mercies from us. 
He is feithful to hia word, true to 
his character, and full of love to 
bis people. Whatever change 
there may he in creatures, there is 
no change in him. Health may 
give way to sickness, plenty to 
poverty, strength to weakness, and 
life to death, but be is the same, 
iWitb bini there is no variableness, 
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neither shadow of a turn. There- 
fore, "wait on the Lord; be of 
good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart; "wait, I 
say, on the Lord." 

Wait for Light in Darkness. 
Dark seasons you will have, for 
it is the lot of all Christians. A 
cloud, may come over your pros- 
pects, and the sentence of death 
may be passed on many of your 
comforts. Yonr gourd may, he 
smitten and wither, and the Lord 
may tate away the desire of your 
eyes with a stroke. He may seem 
to turn against you, to turn his 
hand against you all the day. 
There may be no sweet intimations 
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Wait on the Lord. 9 

of his love, no pleasant intercourse 
witli him at his throne, no sensible 
communion with him in his ordi- 
nances : all within may he cold, 
cheerless, and dreary ; and all 
■without disheartening and diBCour- 
aging. Instead of succe^, there 
may be losses ; instead of comfort, 
trouble; instead of friendship, 
enmity and alienation. Trade may 
decline ; employment may fail ; 
health may give way ; all things 
may seem to be against you. But 
however discouraging your cir- 
cumstances may be, however dull 
and dreary you may be in your 
soul, or cast down on account of 
the difficulties of the way, still 
■wait on the Lord, nor shall you 
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wait in vain. Deep and almost, 
nverwhelming were the trials, dis- 
tresses, and sonl troubles of David, 
but though his soulVaa cast down 
within him, he waited on the Lord, 
and he has recorded the result : 
" I waited patiently for the Lord ; 
and he incUned unto me, and heard 
my cry. He brought me up also 
out of an horrible pit, out of the 
miry day, and set my feet upon 
a root, and established my goings. 
And he hath put a new song in 
my mouth, even praise unto our 
God : many shall see it, and fear, 
and shall trust in the Lord." 
However dark, then, thy way, 
however tryingthy circumstances, 
however severe the t 
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thy soul, still wait on tlie Lord ; 
holdfastbytbepromise; so"shall 
thy light rise in ohscurity, and thy 
darkneaa be as the noonday ; and 
the Lord shall gnide thee continu- 
ally, and satisfy thy soiil in 
drought." 

Wait for Direction in Difficulty. 
Difficulties often arise from our 
ignorance, or relations in life, or 
the dutiea that devolve upon ns. 
These difficulties are often great, 
so that "we know not what to do, 
or -which way to take. Our wis- 
dom is swallowed up, and our 
friends are unable to advise ns. 
One rash step may ruin us, "We 
appear to be impelled and urged 
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to go forward, and yet are afraid 
to take a step. Every plan we 
have formed has failed ; every ef- 
fort has been abortive. We dare 
not go back; we fear to go for- 
ward : and yet we feel as if wo 
could not stand still. We faney 
that no creature was ever tried as 
we are. We have been sincere, 
and yet have gone wrong. We 
have tried our best^ and yet have 
&iled. We are tempted to envy 
others who succeed, to think that 
the Lord has dealt hardly with us, 
and even to become reckless. Be- 
fore 113 are difficulties, seemingly 
as great as the Ecd Sea before 
Israel ; behind us are obstacles, as 
fearful as the Egyptians behind 
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them. Besides wbicli, we have 
no Moses -with tlie rod of Grod to 
make a way for us. "What can we 
do? Do as ike prophet of old 
did, who said : " I will wait upon 
the Lord, that Mdeth his &ce from 
the honse of Jacob, and I will look 
for him," Yes, wait on the Lord, 
■who has given you thia precious 
promise: "I will instruct thee 
and teach thee in the way which 
thou shalt go ; I will guide thee 
with mine eye." He will point 
out the way, he will teach thee in 
the way, he will guide as a loviiig 
I'ather or a faithful friend. There 
are no dilflcultiea with him. Ho 
sees the end fi-om the beginning, 
He has directed thousands, mil- 
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lions, who have been in as great 
or greater difficulties than you are. 
What he has done for others, he 
will do for you. Hear his owa 
word: "I will bring the blind 
by a way that they knew not; I 
will lead them in paths that they 
have not known ; I will make 
darkness light before them, and 
crooked things straight. These 
things will I do imto them, and 
not forsake them." Wait, there- 
fore, on the Lord, and say: "Be- 
hold, as the eyes of servants look 
unto the hand of their masters, 
and as the eyes of a maiden untc 
the hand of her mistress ; so our 
eyes wait upon the Lord our God, 
until thathc have mercy upon us." 
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Wait fof Power in Weakness. 
The Christian, at best, is Ln.t 
ireak ; but, at timea, Ms senac of 
weaklier is truly painful. He 
feels neater than a bruised reed. 
And very often he feels weakest 
when he has the heaviest burden 
to carry, tlie most difficult hill to 
climb, or the most arduous duties 
to perform. Also, it often happens 
tliat the strongest foes are allowed 
to assault us in our weakest sea- 
sons. So that wbat with foes op- 
posing us, a heavy burden press- 
ing upon us, corruption working, 
within us, and a rough and trying 
road before us, we are at a loss 
what to do. Now is the time to 
wait on the Lord, and to say with 
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the Psalmist: " Truly my .soul 
waiteth upon God ; for my ex. 
pectation is from Mm." Now tlie 
promise suits us, and ia intended 
for US : "He giveth power to the 
faint, and to them that have no 
might he increaseth strength. 
Even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, and the young men shall 
utterly Ml ; but they that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles ; they shall 
run, and not be weary ; and they 
shall walk, and not faint." Pre- 
cious promise for a dark day and 
a trying path ! "Wait on the Lord, 
then, however weak, Mnt, or 
weary you may feel ; and all need- 
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fill strength and courage sliall be 
given you ; for he will streagtheii 
you with strength in your soul. 

Wait for Protection in Danger. 
Every believer is exposed to 
foes, and is. in danger from the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. 
The world will injure him, if it 
can ; Satan seeks to worry or de- 
vour, to fascinate or terrify ; and 
the flesh ever lusteth against the 
spirit, and has mighty power to 
injure him. Ho is in danger from 
false doctrines, untried paths, and 
an evil heart of unbelief. Ho 
needs constant protection ; for 
unless he is kept by One that is 
wise and vigilant^ watchful and 
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■wary, powerful and present, he is 
almost sure to be overeome. Now 
the Lord says; "I"ear not, I am 
thy shield," And David could 
say ; " Thou hast given me the 
shield of thy salvation, and thy 
gentleness hath made mo great." 
"With the eye fixed upon him, the 
heart resting on his word, and 
the voice calling to him in eve- 
ry danger, protection is certain. 
"For as the mountains are round 
about Jerusalem, so is the Lord 
round about his people from hence- 
forth, even forever." Nor does 
it matter what instruments may 
be devised or employed against 
them, if they wait on the Lord in 
faith and prater ; lis it is written : 
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" Behold, tbey sliall surely gather 
together, but not by me : ■whoso- 
ever shall gather together against 
thee shall fall for thy sake. Be- 
hold, I bave created the smith 
that bloweth the coals in the fire, 
and that bringeth forth an instru- 
ment for his work ; and I have 
created the waster to destroy. No 
weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper ; and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee 
in judgment thou shalt condemn. 
This is the heritage of the serv- 
ant of the Lord, and their right- 
eousness is of me, saiththe Lord." 
Wait, then, on the Lord ; let what^ 
ever danger will threaten, commit 
tlijsrlf to his gfacious keeping. 
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and his powerfal arm shall deiend 
thee, and his wisdom shall mako 
a way for your escape. So that, 
however iraniincnt the danger, 
thoiigh in the very grasp of the 
foe, you shall have to sing : "My 
soul is escaped as a hird out of 
the snare of the fowler ; the snare 
is hroken, and I am delivered." 

Wait for Wisdom in Triais. 
It req^uires mucli wisdom to use 
trials well, so that we may glori- 
fy God in the fires, and get only 
good to our own souls. Every 
trial, properly directed, wiU prove 
a great blessing ; hnt if not well- 
directed, it may prove a sore evil. 
James was speaking of the he^ 
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liever's trials when he said: "If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him 
oak of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him." "We 
can not make ourselves wise ; but 
Grod can make ns so, and he is 
prepared to give wisdom unto all 
who devoutly wait upon him. 
The wiadom that cometh from 
God, used in our trials, will lead 
us to the strong for strength, will 
teach U3 to use the promises 
aright, and will direct ns to seek 
the deepening of our sanctifica- 
tion, before any thing and every 
thing else. A wise man in trial 
will be patient and calm, prayer- 
ful and hopeful, resigned anci 
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hum'ble, and ^7111 be more coa- 
cemed to have tlie trial made a 
blessing, than to have it removed. 
Wait, then, on the Lord for ■wis- 
dom, and see that you obtain it. 
You may, for God in the Scrip- 
ture declares ; " If thou wilt 
eeive my words, and hide my 
commandments "with thee ; so 
that thou ■wilt incline thine ear 
unto ■wisdom, and apply thine 
heart unto ■understanding ; yea, ■ 
if thou criest after knowledge, 
and Izflest up thyyoice for under- 
standing ; if thou seefeest her as 
silver, and aeekest for her as for 
hid treasures ; then shalt thou un- 
derstand the fear of the Lord, and 
find the knowledge of God. For 
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the Lord giveth wisdom ; out of 
his mouth cometh knowledge and 
understanding." Hence the ex- 
hortation : " Get wisdom, get un- 
derstanding. Wisdom is the prin- 
cipal thing; therefore, get "wis- 
dom; and with all thy getting, 
get understauding," 

Wait for Comfort in Sorrow. 
You may be sad and sorrowful. 
Grief may become your compan- 
ion for a time. Jesns was the 
man of sorrows, and he was ac- 
quainted with griet We are pre- 
destinated to be conformed to his 
image. We must resemble him 
in sorrow, before we are filled 
with his joy. We must he like 
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Iiim on eaa-th, before we stall he 
like him in heaven. If we suffer 
with him now, we shall reign 
with him by and by. A sorrow- 
ful saint can sympathize with a 
sorrowing Saviour, and with his 
fellow-believers in their sorrows. 
Tate heed, therefore, lest, on the 
one hand, yon despise sorrow, or, 
on the other, are swallowed up 
with over-much sorrow. Sancti- 
fied sorrow is a soul-healing med- 
icine. Yet, dwell not too much 
on your sorrows ; they are only 
for a time ; and when the purpose 
for which they were sent is an- 
swered, then they will be remov- 
ed. Your God is " the Father of 
' and "the God of all 
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.comfort." He cornfortcLli tbose 
who are cast down. Wait, there- 
fore, on the Lord, however deep 
your sorrows roay at present be, 
and be shall comfort you in all 
your tribulation. Yield not to 



doubt, hut remember that the 
Lord says: "I, even I, am he 
that eomforteth yon. Who art 
thou, that thou shouldest be 
afraid?" "As one whom his 
mother eomforteth, so will I com- 
fort you, and ye shall be comfort- 
ed." Though cast down at pre- 
sent, he will soon turn and speak 
comfortably to you, comforting 
you in all your tribulations, that 
so you may be able to comfort 
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others with the comfort where- 
with you yoTirself are comforted 
of God. Yea, he will give yoa 
everlasting consolation, and good 
hope through grace. Your weep- 
ing may endure for a night, hut 
joy Cometh ia the morning. 
Wnit, therefore, on God, and he 
will make you exceeding joyful 
in all yoor tribulation. 

Deliverance ia certain, for de- 
liverance is promised. " Tho 
Lord will deliver thee in six trou- 
bles, and in seven he will not for- 
sake thee." Jesus is the great 
DeltvisbeE ; therefore droop not, 
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doubt not, despond not, but call 
upon Jiim in the day of trouble, 
and he will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify him. As a believer, 
yoa can have no ground for fear, 
or reason to despair ; your trou- 
bles shall not overwhelm you, if 
you cry unto God. How long 
your troubles may last, or how 
low you may sink, is not for me 
to say; but they will not last 
long enough to warrant despair ; 
nor will you sink so low, but the 
everlasting arms will be still un- 
derneath you. Remember, in 
every trouble, that "the eter- 
nal God is thy refuge ;" that " Gtod 
is our refuge and strength, a veiy 
present help in trouble." " The 
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Lord will be a refuge for the op- 
pressed, a refage in times of trou- 
ble." "I will be with him in 
trouble; I will deliver liiin, and 
honor him; I will set him on 
high, because he hath known my 
name." "What precious Scrip- 
tures are these ! Are you in 
troiible, my friend? Believe 
them, appropriate them, plead 
them in prayer, and God will 
honor them, and mate them good. 
You may have to wait long ; you 
may fancy it too long ; but at the 
very best time, in the very best 
wa}', the Lord will arise and have 
mercy upon you, and will bring 
your soul out of trouble. Porget 
not David's testimony : " They 
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looked unto liim, and were light- 
ened; and tieir faces were not 
ashamed. Tins poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him, aocl 
saved him out of all his troubles. 
The righteous cry, and the Lord 
heareth, and delivereth tiem out 
of all their troubles." 

Wait or the Lord, Praying. 
Prayer ia the solace of the soul ; 
therefore the Apostlo directs us in 
every thing to pray. Indeed, we 
can not be said to wait upon God 
without prayer ; for prayer is the 
fising of the eye, the outgoing of 
the heart, the breathing of the 
spirit, the cry of the soul. In 
■waiting upon God, let your pray- 
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ers be simple — simple as a child's 
speech to its fiither. Let them be 
direct, going dii-ect from your 
heart to the heart of God. Let 
them he comprehensive, compris- 
ing all you want or wish, all you 
fear or dread, all that is needful 
now, and all that appears desira- 
ble for the future. Every thing 
should be turned into prayer ; all 
oiir concerns should be laid be- 
fore the Lord. They may be 
temporal or spiritual, limited to 
time or ran into eternity; but 
whether they regard the soul or 
the body, the individual person 
only or the family, the church, 
the country, or the world, wheth-- 
cr they be great things or only 
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small matters, they should be car- 
ried to tlie throne, and be laid be- 
fore the Lord. This is the way 
to enjoy settled, solid, and habit- 
ual peace, and to carry out tho 
Saviour's admonition : " Let not 
your heart he troubled; ye be- 
lieve in God, believe also in me." 
Any thing that troubles us, how- 
ever small or apparently trifling, 
intjr^feour heavenly ]?ather, and 
he wishes to hear of it from hig 
child's own month. Hence the 
exhortation : " Trust in him at 
all times ; ye people, pour out 
your heart before him ; God is a 
refuge for us." 
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We should, live ty iaitb, walk 
by faith, and constantly exercise 
faith. Believe, therefore, what 
thy Grod has said of himself, of 
his deaigna toward thee, and of 
his care over thee. Believe in 
the precious promises he has 
made thee, in the sweet assur- 
ances he has given thee, and in 
the oath he has taken to secure 
thee. Believe God, let men, or 
Satan, or thine own heart, say 
what they will. Believe God, 
speaking in his word, let Provi- 
dence work as it may. Believe 
God, and then you can give him 
time to work, then you can trust 
him in the gloomiest day and in 
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the darkest niglit. Believe God, 
and then you will enjoy perfect 
peace, as saith the prophet ; 
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is staid on 
thee, because he tmateth in thee." 
Wait on God, helieving that he 
will fuIfiE hia word, coafinn thy 
faith, illustrate his character, and 
secure thy best interests. Believe 
God, and wait on him, that he 
may perform his promises, answer 
thy prayers, and rejoice over theo 
to do thee good. Take God at 
his word, and endeavor to rest 
upon it. Grasp the promise 
firmly, and refuse to let it go. 
Doubting and fearing can do you 
no good, but must do you im- 
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meniso harm ; "but believing God, 
and staying yourself on his word, 
will be of incalculable benefit to 
you. Believe, therefore, and wait. 
Wait and believe. 

Wait on the Lord, Watching. 
Watch the hand of God aa it 
worts in nature and providence ; 
but remember that it is moved by 
the heart of God, which is cor- 
rectly represented in his word. 
Ye may mistake the meaning ol 
hia works much easier than you 
can the meaning of his word ; 
and therefore let his word dwell 
in you richly, ruling your 
judgment, and controlling your 
thoughts. Watch the worldng 
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of tlie Holy Spirit in your ieart, 
and mart the desires lie awakens, 
the graces he quickens, the ehecka 
he gives, and the consolation he 
imparts. "Wait on the Lord to 
cany on hia work within you, 
and watchj expecting him to do 
it. Wait on the Lord, expecting 
Mm to work for you ; and watch 
his hand, expecting him to answer 
your prayers. Let your conduct 
be an niuatration of that word: 
"I wait for the Lord: my soul 
doth wait, and in his word do I 
hope. My soul waiteth for the 
Lord, more than they that watch 
for the morning : I say, more 
than they that watch for tiie 
morning." 
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Wait on the Lord, searching his Word 

All that the lord has to say to 
nis is to be found in his word. 
That word is to direct "as in diffi- 
culty, to counsel us in perplexity, 
to guide us in danger, to comfort 
us in troiihle, and to encourage us 
under depression. It is to be a 
light unto our feet, and a lantern 
to our paths. Its pages should be 
daily read, devoutly studied, and 
heartily believed. "We can not 
become intimate with God but by 
becoming familiar with his word ; 
and as his word is the chief in- 
strument by "which he sanctiBes 
his people, if we wish to be made 
holy, to be kept safe, and to be 
ti'ulp happy, we should constantly 
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and carefully read hia word. Thia 
is at all times important, tut was 
never more important than now, 
■when so many books are written, 
so many errors are abroad, and 
religioa haa become so fashion- 
able. Perhaps few temptations 
are so common, or more powerful, 
tlian the temptation to neglect the 
devout and frequent reading of 
Gkid's word ; let us therefore be 
on our guard, and while we pro- 
fess to wait upon , God, let ns 
make much, use of hia word, and 
whenever we take it in hand, say: 
" I will hear what God the Lord 
will speak ; for he will speak 
peace to his people and to his 
sainis; but ]et them not turn 
again to folly." 
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Wait on the Lord in his Ordinances. 

They were instituted for jou, 
and, rightly uaed, ■will be a real 
blessing to you. Gio to ordi- 
nances on purpose to meet with 
God ; for as he said to Moses, in 
reference to the mercy-seat, so he 
speaks to ua in reference to his 
own ordinances : " There will I 
meet with thee, and I will com- 
mune with thee." Ordinances 
without God are tut empty cis- 
terns ; and to attend to ordinances 
without meeting with God, and 
communing with him in them, is 
of little account. Yet ordinances 
should not be neglected, but in 
every prayer we should seek to 
draw near to him ; in every 
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hymn we should lift up tlie lieai-t 
to him ; iu every sermon . we 
ehould listen, that we may hear 
from him. At the tablo we 
should see him preside, and seek 
heart- affecting fellowship with 
him, and expect to be revived, 
refreshed, comforted, or reproved 
by Mm, The language of wis- 
dom may be applied to the ordi- 
nances of God: "Blessed is the 
man that heareth me, watching 
daily at my gates, waiting at the 
posts of my doors; for whoso 
findeth. me findeth life, and shall 
obtain favor of the Lord." And 
the language of the Psalmist, we 
may expect, wiU set forth our 
experience, if we attend to divine 
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ordinances from a right motive 
and in a right spirit : " Blessed 
is the mau whom thou choosest, 
and causest to approach, imto 
thee, that he may dwell in thy 
courfa ; we shall be satisfied with 
the goodness of thy house, even 
of thy holy temple." Then we 
may well say with David : " One 
thing have I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after : that I may 
dwell in the honse of the Lord 
all the days of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord, and to 
inquire in his temple. For in 
the time of trouble he shall hide 
me in his pavilion ; in the se- 
cret of his tabernacle shall he 
hide me ; he shall set me upon 
a rock." 
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Wait on the Lord in Quietness of Soul. 
This is sometimes very diffi- 
cult, especially "wbcn the conflict 
within is severe, and the storms 
of trouble roar. Yet it is a duty, 
and not only a duty, but a priy- 
ilege. Eeasoning will do but 
little good. Resistance will in- 
jure us. Therefore David took 
another course. Hear his words: 
" Lord, my heart is not haughty, 
nor mine eyes lofty ; neither do 
I exercise myself in great mat- 
ters, or in. things too high for me. 
Surely I have behaved and qtdet 
cd mySelf, as a child that is wean- 
ed of its rdother ; my soul is 
even as a weaned child." Hero 
was quiet waiting upon God. 
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The soul was humble ; it bowOd 
before God; it lay at his feet, and, 
in stillness of soul, waited for his 
appearing. This was wise : " For 
thus saith the Lord God, the 
Holy One of Israel ; In return- 
ing and rest shall ye be saved ; 
in quietness and in confidence 
shall be your strength." Quiet, 
confiding faith in God la sure to 
calm the surges of the mind, 
soothe the ruffled spirit, and 
bring every thought into subjec- 
tion to the obedience of Christ. 
Well, then, may the prophet say; 
" The Lord ia good unto them 
that wait for him, to tho soul that 
seeketh him. It is good that a 
man should both hope and qui- 
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etlj wait for the salvation of the 
Lord." 

If in patience we possess our 
souls, quietly plead with God, 
and look for his delivering hand, 
we shall be sure to enjoy liia 
paternal mercy. 

Wait on the Lord, Acquiescing In his 
Will. 
Men may he wrong ; God can 
not be. Whatever he does, he 
wills ; and whatever he wills ia 
good. "Whatever he permits is 
for wise reasons, and because he 
can overrule it for his own glory 
and the good of his people. All 
things lie open before him. He 
sees the end from the beginning. 
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He knows not only what every 
thing tends to, but what every 
thing will result in. In every 
thing he keeps the best interests 
of his people in view. We may 
therefore very well submit to bis 
will ; not only submit, but feel re- 
signed ; not only feel resigned, but 
acquiesce ; not only acquiesce, 
but prefer hia will and way to 
our own. Higher than this wo 
can not get ; wiser than this we 
can not be. l^ow all within will 
be peace, let things be as they 
may without ; all before us in 
the distance will be bright, let 
them be as they will near at 
hand. Happy soul that can bow 
to God's wUl, approve of God's 
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plan, be pleased ■with God's 
■working, and say ; " Wot my 
■will, but thine be done." " It is 
the Lord, let him doeth ■what 
seemethhim good." Ohl for this 
calm, quiet, all-suhduing acq'ui- 
eseence in the will of God, that 
I may ■wait on him, ■wait before 
him, and 'wait for him ; saying 
with the prophet ; "Therefore will 
I look unto the Lord ; I ■will wait 
for the God of my salvation ; 
my God will hear me." 

Walt on the Lord in Hope.' 
That is, expecting that he ■will 
work for you, give good things 
to you, or effectuate your deliver- 
ance. Say with Da^rid: " I will 
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hope continually, and will yet 
praise thee more and more." Tlic 
promises aro intended to raise 
your expectation, and past ex- 
perience should strengthen it^ 
There can be no reason to doubt, 
while you wait upon God ; nor 
can doubting do you the least 
good. Hope will cheer you, 
brighten your praspects, and 
save you from despondency and 
gloom ; therefore hope iu the 
Lord. Ton may be deeply tried, 
severely exercised, and at times 
almost overwhelmed; but at the 
very worst, you should expostu- 
late with yourself, and say: 
" Why art thou cast down, 
my soul ? and why art thou dia- 
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quieteii within mc? Hope thou 
in God ; for I shall yet praise 
him for the help of his counte- 
nance." However rough your 
road, however violent the con- 
flict, however severe the trial, 
still hope on, hope ever ; for God 
has said: "They shall not be 
ashamed that wait for me." Like 
a vessel on the ocean, you may 
have to meet with storms and 
tempests ; you may be tossed and 
tumbled about, but hope will be 
as an anchor of the soul, both 
sure and steadfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil, 
" Therefore, let Israel hope in the 
Lord ; for with the Lord there 
is mercy, and with him is plen 
teous redemption." 
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Wait on the Lord with Perseverance. 

N'evcT give over, while you 
need a blessing, fear a foe, or 
groan under a bnrden. Wait on 
the Lord, until you obtain all you 
need, and enjoy all you desire. 
You can not wait on him in vain, 
therefore you can not do better. 
Satan will suggest; " Why should 
you wait for the Lord any long- 
er ?" Tell him, that your God is 
a Sovereign, and wiU wort in his 
own time and way ; tell him you 
are a poor, dependent creature, 
and must not dictate to the Most 
High ; tell hiru that he has ap- 
peared for thousands before yon, 
and that he wiU appear for you. 
Let Satan suggest what he may, 
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let doubts rise never so thick, let 
fears come never so strong, sti]) 
wait on the Lord. It is yotu 
plain duty, it is your only hope, 
it is your sure resource. Plead 
with Grod, and take no denial, ■ 
Rest on the promise of God, and 
never give it up. Walt at the 
throne of God, and let nothing 
drive you thence. If the Lord 
seems to be turned against you, 
and if every thing seems to con- 
spire to discoiurage you, still per- 
severe. Remember the woman 
of Canaan, how she was discour- 
aged ; but she persevered and 
succeeded. Eemember Jacob, how 
he was discouraged, and yet suc- 
ceeded. Bemember Moses, to 
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wliom €tod said, " Let me 
alone ;" but iie persovercii and 
succeeded. Eemember Heze- 
kiali, what a death-blow lie got, 
but lie persevered and succeeded. 
The Lord will turn again ; he -wJll 
have compassion upon you ; for 
ho will cast all your sins into 
the depths of the sea. Trust, then, 
in the Lord forever, for in the 
Lord Jehovah there is everlasting 
strength ; and that strength shall 
be put forth, and be made per- 
fect in your ■ 



Wait on the Lord, for He is Strong to 
Save. 
No case can be desperate that 
is brought to him. The poor 
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woman in the Gospel had spent 
all her property, tried ail the 
physicians, and waa nothing bet- 
tered, but rather grew worse, un- 
til she came to Jesus ; and then, 
by only tonehing his garment, 
she obtained a cure. So, let your 
ease be as bad as it may, having 
tried what means you will, the 
Lord can with one word deliver 
you, set you up on high, and save 
you forever. He lores to under- 
take difficult cases. He gets glo- 
ry by appearing for poor souls in 
extremity. He has so appeared 
for millions, and he will yet ap- 
pear for you. "Fix. your eye on 
his strength, and your heart on 
his promise. David did so, and 
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in wondering faith exclaimed : 
"O Loid God of hosts, who ia 
a strong Lord like unto thee ? or 
to lliy faithfalneBS round about 
thee ?" All the strength of God, 
if needed, will he put forth for 
thee, if thou waitcst upon him. 
Oh ! what encouragement to wait 
upon the Lord, to know that he 
can help because he ia strong, and 
that be will help because be has 
promised I 

Wait 0(1 the Lord, for He can not De- 
He is truth itself. It is impos- 
sible for God to lie. He can not 
change his mind, break his pro- 
mise, or falsify his word. Heaven 
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and earth may pass away, but 
hia word shall never pass away. 
Creatures may prove false and 
flcklcj hut lie is in one mind, 
and none can turn him. "The 
Kock of Israel will not lie nor 
repent ; for he is not a man that 
he should repent," or change his 
mind. believer 1 here is strong, 
consolation ; you have the pro- 
mise of the unchangeable God to 
rest upon, not only his promise 
but his solemn oath; therefore 
trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart, and wait on thy God con- 
timially. 
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Wait on the Lord, fof He is Kind. 
He is kind even "to the im- 
tbarJiful and evil." His IdudneEa 
■ is "marvelous." It ia nnited to 
mercy, and called " merciful kind- 
ness." It is united to love, and 
called "loving kindne^." It is 
immutable, and therefore called 
" everlasting kindness." It is 
"the kindness of God our Sa- 
viour." The kindness of God 
ia strong and tender, steady and 
durable, humble and condescend- 
ing. It rules Lis heart, shines in 
his conduct, and is plentifully re- 
vealed in hia word. It affords 
the strongest encouragement to 
the convinced sinner, the seeking 
soul, the tried believer, and the 
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miserable backslider.' How sweet 
is the thought, that there is some- 
thing in Grod'a heart that sympa- 
thizes and takes part with the 
poor petitioner at his feet I When 
we wait upon God, though guilty, 
polluted, ungrateful, and deprav- 
ed, his bowels are troubled for 
us, and he is determined to hare 
mercy upon us. The kindness 
of God encourages us to wait on 
him. 

Wait on the Lord, for God waits for You, 
" Therefore will the Lord wait, 
that he may be gracious unto you ; 
and therefore will he be exalted, 
that he may have mercy upon 
you: for the Lord is a God pf 
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judgment: blessed are all they 
that wait for him." The Lord 33 
always prepared to give, hut we 
are not always prepared to re- 
ceive. "We have never to wait 
UDtil he is ready, but he has often 
to wait until we are. He waits 
for ns long, and therefore we 
must not be surprised if some- 
times he makes us wait. But the 
longer wo wait for the blessing, 
the sweeter and richer will it be 
when it comes. As the Lord is 
even now waiting for the fittest 
time to bless us, confer his fa- 
vors on us, or deliver us, it is 
but right and reasonable that wo 
should wait on him, and wait for 
hira. 
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Wait on the Lord, and Wait on the 

This was David's coiinsel to 
his own soul : " My soul, wait 
thou only upon God; for my 
expectation is from him. He 
only is my rock and my sal- 
vation ; he is my defense ; I 
shall not he mOTed. la God is 
my salvation and ' my glory ; the 
rock of ray strength and my re- 
fuge is in God," In all seasons 
of affliction and trouble, in all 
times of temptation and suffering, 
wait upon God. la the exercise 
of faith and patience, pleading 
with Hm to perform his promis- 
es, and deliver thy soul, wait 
upon God. Murmur not, repine 
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